November 8, 2007
Governor John Lynch
Office of the Governor
c/o Ms. Kathy Goode
State House
25 Capitol Street
Concord, NH 03301
To: The N.H. Executive Council
Cc: Governor John Lynch

Regarding the Appointment of Commissioners to the Commission on the Status of Men
We, the undersigned, would like to express our deep concern regarding the selection of appointees to
the New Hampshire Commission on the Status of Men. Because the 2002 legislation creating the
commission contained a 5 year sunset clause, the terms of all the commissioners expired in September
2007. So even though the commission was reauthorized last spring, all the commissioners are now up
for reappointment. But in spite of the need to reappoint the commissioners, Governor Lynch has made
no nominations as yet.
We see the Governor's delay as reason for serious concern because of the history of appointments to the
commission since it was first established by the N.H. Legislature. In the immortal words of Yogi Berra,
the Governor's delay seems like a case of "deja vu all over again"!
Relevant History
When the legislation establishing the commission was first passed in June of 2002, the legislature set a
deadline of July 15 for then-Governor Jeanne Shaheen to submit her nominations to the Executive
Council for consideration. When Gov. Shaheen had failed to make any nominations by mid-August,
several N.H. citizens called her office to find out what was holding things up. Nicole Perry, one of the
callers, reported that Gov. Shaheen's staffers seemed to find the idea of appointments to the
Commission on the Status of Men humorous.
When Gov. Shaheen finally submitted her nominations in September of 2002, it became clear what had
been going on. In spite of the fact that numerous highly qualified people had submitted applications to
be on the commission well before the July 15th deadline for the Governor to make the nominations,
Governor Shaheen had spent a month-and-a-half after the deadline canvassing the state for nominees
who were ignorant of or indifferent to the issues the new Commission was supposed to address. At
least one her nominees was openly hostile to the very existence of the commission. The preceding
spring, nominee Scott Hampton had argued on N.H. Public Radio that a Commission on the Status of
Men was no more needed than a Commission on the Status of Rich White People.
Because of this, the Executive Council rejected some of the nominees, and the Commission was unable
to begin functioning until Governor Benson, successor to Gov. Shaheen, made the rest of the
appointments.

Governor Lynch's Appointments Thus Far
The commissioners appointed thus far by Governor Lynch have shown no commitment to carrying out
the duties of the commission as spelled out in its enabling legislation:
Section 19-I:4 Duties. --* The duties of the commission shall include, but not be limited to:
I. Examining issues and effects of cultural biases and stereotyping beginning with childhood
experiences and progress in public schools, and extending to include a study of male suicide and
adult concerns such as family relations, promoting education, and policies which bring fathers
and children closer together.
II. Studying health problems unique to men or which predominantly affect men, and making
appropriate recommendations.
III. Promoting initiatives and programs that will enable men to develop career skills and
continue their education so that they become productive and responsible citizens.
Among Governor Lynch's appointments are:
●

Commissioner Gus Lerandeau, appointed by Gov. Lynch in March 2005, seldom attends
commission meetings. In 2007, he has attended only 4 of the 9 meetings between January and
September 2007. When he does attend he often acts bored or falls asleep. He complains about
lack of focus, but has not brought one single relevant agenda item forward to the Commission.
Furthermore, Commissioner Lerandeau has admitted lobbying against the reauthorization of the
commission when the legislature was considering earlier this year whether or not to extend the
commission's life.

●

Commissioner David Lauren, appointed by Gov. Lynch in January 2006, has done little or
nothing to fulfill the commission's mission of examining the harmful effects of cultural biases
against males, studying health problems which predominantly affect men, or promoting
programs that enable men to be productive, responsible citizens. He has instead demonstrated a
pattern of blaming men without offering constructive ideas on how to improve men's wellbeing. He often seems to be more interested in disrupting commission meetings with petty
arguments than working to fulfill the mission of the commission. At one meeting he excoriated
a member of the public for sitting at the end of the commission table, in spite of the fact that the
individual had been invited to sit there by the commission's chairman. In 2007, he has attended
only 4 of the 9 meetings between January and September 2007. And Commissioner Lauren,
like Commissioner Lerandeau, lobbied against extending the commission's life when the
legislature was considering whether to reauthorize it.

It should also be noted that Governor Lynch solicited applications from these individuals rather than
appoint highly qualified individuals who had already submitted applications. One such example is Lee
Newman, executive director of Stop Abuse for Everyone, and co-chair of the Greater Derry Domestic
Violence Coordinating Council. Unlike the vast majority of domestic violence service providers who
either deny assistance to male victims seeking help or offer them only the barest minimum assistance,
Mr. Newman and his organization have, for many years, offered help and advocacy to victims of
domestic violence, both women and men, without regard to the sex of the victim. Yet Mr. Newman
was informed by Governor Lynch's staff that, rather than consider his application, the Governor had
chosen to invite others to apply for a seat on the commission.
Commissioners Deserving of Reappointment
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In contrast to the aforementioned appointments, the following commissioners have shown a deep
commitment to carrying out the duties of the commission. They have demonstrated their willingness to
listen closely and keep an open mind when N.H. citizens have appeared before the commission to
discuss the issues of concern to them. They consistently attend Commission meetings.
●

Commissioner Scott Garman writes the meeting minutes with a level of detail and accuracy
rarely encountered in Secretary's reports. He regularly brings forward statistics and news
articles directly relevant to all three areas of the Commission's mission, most particularly in the
area of education. Commissioner Garman put in a great deal of extra effort, as well as
contributing from his personal assets, to arrange to have Dr. Warren Farrell, a well-known
author and speaker on gender issues, address the Commission and the public in September of
this year. Commissioner Garman is regularly present at commission meetings. In 2007, he has
attended all but one of the 9 meetings between January and September 2007.

●

Commissioner Michael Geanoulis. Item I of Section 19-I:4 “Duties” states that the
Commission should study “policies which bring fathers and children closer together.”
Commissioner Geanoulis has been a tireless advocate for the study of those policies. Of the
statistical reports and news articles brought to the attention of the Commission that are directly
relevant to all three areas of the Commission's duties, the vast majority have been found and
submitted by Commissioner Geanoulis. He has also organized meetings to bring relevant guest
speakers to the Commission, including John Stephen - DHHS Commissioner, Neil Bouton Manager of Parenthood Programs for the NH Division of Child Support Services, and others.
He regularly attends commission meetings. In one instance when a meeting was canceled due
to snow, Commissioner Geanoulis drove in anyway because he was concerned that otherwise
citizens expecting to attend the meeting would have no way of knowing that the meeting had
been canceled. In 2007, he has attended all but one of the 9 meetings between January and
September 2007.

●

Commissioner Joseph Mastromarino has been a capable and committed chair of the
commission. In addition to chairing the meetings, he manages inquiries from the public and
media. In conjunction with New Hampshire's Chief Medical Examiner, he has been running a
project to collect demographic data on suicides in the state. He regularly attends commission
meetings. In 2007, he has attended every single meeting of the commission held to date.

As the only such commission anywhere in the nation, the importance of the New Hampshire
Commission on the Status of Men reaches far beyond the borders of the Granite State. The following
signatories from all across the nation request:
●

that the Governor reappoint those commissioners who have demonstrated their commitment to
carrying out the duties of the commission.

●

that the Governor nominate people who are knowledgeable about and in full support of the
Commission's mission as replacements for those commissioners who have demonstrated
indifference to, lack of support for, or hostility to the commission's mission.

●

that the Executive Council give especially careful consideration to nominations to the N.H.
Commission on the Status of Men, in order to guarantee that all the Commissioners are
knowledgeable about and in full support of the mission assigned to the commission by the
legislature.
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Marc Angelucci
Attorney
Los Angeles, CA

Don Dutton, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology, Univ. of British
Columbia
Expert witness on domestic violence in the
O.J. Simpson case
Vancouver, BC

Edward E. Bartlett, Ph.D.
Public Health
Rockville, MD

Warren Farrell, Ph.D.
Author "The Myth of Male Power"
Elected three times to the Board of the N.O.W.
in New York City
Mill Valley, Calif.

Stephen Baskerville, Ph.D.
Professor of Government, Patrick Henry
College
Earhart Fellow, Howard Center for Family,
Religion, and Society
Washington, DC

Gordon Finley, Ph.D.
Professor of Psychology, Florida International
Univ.
Miami, FL

Dr. Eugene Berg
Medical Doctor
Litchfield, NH

Rachel Forrest
Journalist
Portsmouth, NH

William M. Bitsas, MD, FABFP
Family Practitioner
Belvidere, IL
Richard L. Davis
V.P. Family Non-Violence of Fairhaven, MA
Police officer, retired
Plymouth, MA
Rinaldo del Gallo, III
Family Law Attorney
Pittsfield, MA

Tom Golden, LCSW
Therapist
Author on helping men handle grief and loss
Washington, D.C.
Kelly Bowles Gray, Esq.
Family Law Attorney
Los Olivos, California

Stevan Gressitt, M.D.
Nancy Diaz
Psychiatrist
Domestic Violence Coordinator, The Outreach Unity, ME
Project
Flushing, N.Y.
David Heleniak, Esq.
Attorney
Edward Dunning, M.S.W.
Morristown, NJ
Family Therapist
Co-founder, Family Interventions Project
Ron Henry, Esq.
Vacaville, CA
President, Men's Health Network
Washington, D.C.
Daniel B. Hogan, J.D., Ph.D.
Psychologist, attorney, author
Boston, MA
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Mark I. Holbrook
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor
Guardian ad litem
Adjunct Instructor, Southern Maine
Community College and Southern New
Hampshire University
Brunswick, ME
David Levy, Esq.
Attorney and Child Advocate
Hyattsville, MD
R.L. McNeely, Ph.D., J.D.
Attorney, Professor of Social Welfare,
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee, WI
Jeff Parks
Family Therapist
Natick, MA
Rita Parker
Therapist
Founder and executive dir. of rehabilitative
program for domestic violence offenders
Sterling, IL
Arnold Robbins, MD
Associate Editor of International Journal of
Men's Health
Associate Professor of Clinical Psychiatry,
Boston Univ. Med. School,
Cambridge, MA

Mark Rosenthal
President, RADAR (Respecting Accuracy in
Domestic Abuse Reporting)
Arlington, MA
Lisa Scott, Esq.
Family Law Attorney
Bellevue, WA
Edward M. Stephens, M.D.
Psychiatrist
Manhattan, N.Y.
Murray Straus, Ph.D.
Professor of Sociology, Univ. of New
Hampshire
Founder and co-director of UNH Family
Research Laboratory
Durham, NH
Henry A. Tenenbaum, Ph.D.
School Psycyhologist and Clinical
Psychologist
Sarasota, FL
Lionel Tiger, Ph.D.
Charles Darwin Professor of Anthropology,
Rutgers University
Author: "The Decline of Males"
New Brunswick, NJ
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